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The Meeting was attended by representatives of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Poland and Sweden. 
A guest presenter from Sweden was also present to present a provisional assessment to the group. Owen 
Rowe and Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky also participated from the Secretariat. 

 

Meeting outcomes 

Agenda Item 1: Adoption of the Agenda - DEC 
1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda. 

Agenda Item 2: Outcome of HELCOM meetings of relevance CMNT/INF 
2.1 The Meeting was provided with a brief review of information with potential relevance to the group. Topics 
included information related to the following: 

• The online publication of the State of the Baltic Sea report, 2018, noting that it will shortly be officially 
published and publicized. 

• Approval at HOD 54-2018 for the publication of the PLC-6 Report on input of selected hazardous 
substances into the Baltic Sea (document 4-15). 

• The internal review of and feedback from the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups 
from PRESSURE 8-2018, State and Conservation 8-2018, and HOD 54-2018. The Meeting took note 
of the proposal for closer working relationships anticipated to be formed via the expert groups with 
joint thematic workshops and input related to indictors being potentially relevant considerations. 

• The Meeting took note that new commitments, including on hazardous substances, had been made 
at the 2018 Ministerial Meeting. 

• The Meeting took note of the fact that a process to update the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) had 
been approved at HOD 54-2018. 

• The Meeting took note that a new plan for future work on HELCOM indicators had been approved at 
HOD 54-2018. 

2.2 The Meeting took note that an information package, including the updated State of the Baltic Sea 
report 2018 video would shortly be available from the Secretariat (via the Communication Secretary), 
and that some part of this information was already available via the State of the Baltic Sea report. 

2.3 The Meeting noted that several of these topics were directly or indirectly represented in later agenda 
items, and would be discussed in detail during the meeting. 
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Agenda item 3: HELCOM Hazardous substances Guidelines. CMNT/DEC 
3.1 The Meeting discussed each point in this document one by one. 

3.2 The Meeting discussed the comments provided by Sweden at State and Conservation 8-2018. The lead 
author (Germany), on behalf of EN-HZ, informed that the majority of comments would be straightforward 
to implement, though discussion and clarification related to the inclusion of other PFAS compounds would 
be valuable. The Meeting discussed this issue and recommended that other compounds be included to 
encourage similar monitoring and assessment practices where possible, and that a differentiation could be 
made between substances monitored in the HELCOM indicators and those for which the best current 
practice was provided. The report will be published (as agreed at State and Conservation 8-2018) once 
changes have been implemented. 

3.3 The guidelines for PFOS in biota and HBCDD in biota and sediments were discussed. The issue of parallel 
work with OSPAR was discussed and Denmark informed that the OSPAR MIME meeting was to take place in 
November and that Denmark would provide additional information to EN-HZ on the stage of development 
within OSPAR and the possibility for cooperation on these guidelines. Denmark will inform the group at 
the latest by the end of November 2018. 

3.4 The guidelines for 1) chlorinated biphenyls and organochlorine pesticides in biota, 2) biological material 
sampling and sample handling for the analysis of persistent organic pollutants (PAHs, PCBs and OCPs) and 
metallic trace elements, and 3) determination of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in biota, were discussed. 
The Meeting considered that further time was required for the group to review these documents and 
agreed that comments would be sent to the lead country (Germany) via email correspondence to the 
Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 2 November 2018.  

3.5 The Meeting discussed the guideline for the determination of heavy metals in sediments and took note 
of comments requested by Estonia and agreed to consider them in the guideline. The guideline has 
subsequently be submitted to State and Conservation 9-2018 to seek approval for publication. 

3.6 The Meeting discussed the white-tailed sea eagle guidelines and as part of this discussion the general 
hosting of that indicator. The Meeting considered that the EN-HZ group appeared to be a valid forum for 
this indicator and the respective guideline. The Meeting considered it appropriate to ask State and 
Conservation 9-2018 to clarify this issue, in particular with respect to planning of the white-tailed sea eagle 
guidelines. 

Agenda Item 4: HELCOM-ICES-OSPAR work plan for HZ automated platform. INF 
4.1 The Meeting took note of progress related to the automated platform for calculation of HELCOM 
hazardous substances indicators and the associated integrated assessment. The Meeting was informed that 
the final details of the contract with ICES were being put in place and that the work programme would be 
linked with OSPAR developments (i.e. the MIME calculation tool) and that active development was 
expected to start at the end of 2018 with the current timeline targeting an information sharing process 
with ICES and the possibility for the group to test the interface associated with the spring 2019 EN-HZ 
meeting. 

Agenda item 5: Future work on HELCOM indicators process. CMNT/INF 
5.1 The Meeting was informed of the ongoing development of a package of documents (including pre-filled 
information and questionnaires) related to indicator function, data solutions, policy matches, and future 
options for indicator work. The Meeting was informed that the package will be distributed to all HELCOM 
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indicator leads/co-leads and to all relevant expert groups (including EN-HZ) shortly, with the request for 
responses within a relatively short timeframe. 

Agenda item 6: Indicator related aspects. CMNT/DEC 
6.1 The Meeting discussed several topics that had emerged during the development of the State of the 
Baltic Sea report 2018 but had been documented for later discussion. 

i) Use of Li or Al in sediment normalisation. 

6.2 The Meeting noted the following issues – that a similar discussion was relevant in OSPAR where Li had 
been identified as a good normalisation parameter in clay type sediments (as Al has natural level in such 
sediments), and that it gave a good normalisation factor for particle size (the alternative being extensive 
sieving operations). 

6.3 The Meeting noted that TOC/CORG were also important parameters for normalisation and should not 
be removed from the existing monitoring requirements. 

6.4 The Meeting noted that it was extremely important to consider existing monitoring and data (e.g. data 
currently reported to the HELCOM COMBINE database) as changing from Al to Li may result in the exclusion 
of extensive data sets that already exists, noting that the loss of good data should be avoided. 

6.5 The Meeting considered that any change from Al to Li should be clearly represented in the monitoring 
guidelines. 

6.6 Denmark (supported by Germany, Poland and Sweden) agreed to report back to the group with an 
update on this topic in the form of a document to the next EN-HZ meeting, and including relevant 
supporting documents. 

6.7 The Secretariat was requested to explore the possibility to request a data summary from ICES (from the 
HELCOM COMBINE) on this subject. 

ii) Inclusion of Zebra mussels as a species for the extraction table in the future. 

6.8 Germany introduced the topic and informed that in some areas they find and sample more zebra 
mussels than blue mussels due to the distribution of these species.  

6.9 The Meeting considered this and issues such as: increasing the volume of high quality data by their 
inclusion, if areas exist where both species occur locally (so that comparisons could be made related to 
uptake rates), if there was clarity on the positioning of zebra mussels (e.g. related to salinity gradients or if 
they survive closer to contaminant sources), and how such aspects would be relevant for setting suitable 
thresholds comparable across both species. 

6.10 The Meeting in principal supported the proposal as it would expand high quality data included in the 
indicator evaluations, as long as appropriate considerations were taken into account. 

6.11 The Secretariat was requested to explore the possibility to request a data summary from ICES (from 
the HELCOM COMBINE) on this subject (blue mussels, zebra mussels and Macoma balthica). 

iii) Existing study reservations on indicator components (e.g. Cd and PAH metabolites). 

6.12 Denmark agreed to explore possible discussion at the appropriate administrative levels on this subject, 
with a view to overcoming existing study reservations.  
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6.13 Germany, as lead for the PAH metabolites section, offered to join any intersessional discussions 
needed to offer clarification or information. 

6.14 The Secretariat offered to assist with arranging any online discussions or meetings required to 
facilitate this process.  

6.15 The Secretariat proposed that March 2019 would be a reasonable target to try and resolve this issue. 
This would then enable the information (and proposals on development work) to feed into the planning 
process for future work on HELCOM indicators. 

iv) Conversion factors between different organs. 

6.16 Sweden presented (Presentation in document 6 iv - recalculation EN-HZ) a summary of 6 ATT.1 
Danielsson et al 2018_Distribution of contaminants in different fish tissue_final. 

6.17 The Meeting considered the information to be of value and that is should be discussed in greater 
detail at future meetings, in particular when the next indicator update process is planned, so that the 
effects of implementing such correction factors can be assessed. 

v) Future potential indicators to develop or ways to improve existing ones. 

6.18 This topic was postponed on the basis that will be an aspect considered in the indicator questionnaire 
that will shortly be distributed to the group. 

Agenda item 7: Expanding working links of EN-HZ. CMNT 
7.1 The Meeting discussed the provisional overview of data presented by Emma Undeman, Stockholm 
University (7 Presentation HELCOM_data_provisional_overview_Undeman). The presentation contained a 
provisional overview of data reported in response to the HELOCM PRESSURE data call for micropollutants. 
The Meeting welcomed the presentation and thanked the presenter. 

7.2 The Meeting took note that in the provisional analysis PFAS compounds and Nonyl- and Octyl-phenols 
could represent substances of interest for examination, and potentially indicator development. 

7.3 The Meeting took note of the fact that different but commonly closely related substances were often 
measured and reported by different countries, and that the CAS ID numbers often differed between 
reporting countries/institutions. This made direct comparisons difficult, however expert opinion was used 
to group related substances in the presented provisional overview.  

7.4 The Meeting noted that the comparisons and plotted data were commonly placed against existing or 
provisional Environmental Quality Status (EQS) values. 

7.5 The Meeting also considered proposals on possible ways, through the expert group, in which to bring 
together the interests and requirements of HELCOM PRESSURE and State and Conservation Working 
Groups. The following aspects were considered as valuable options to explore: potential to expand the 
substances covered by the Pollution Load Compilation (PLC), reporting by EN-HZ to both PRESSURE and 
State and Conservation so that feedback could be provided by both working groups, and the potential for 
offering experts in PRESSURE the opportunity to attend a future meeting of EN-HZ to provide input on such 
issues. 

7.6 It was clarified that the outcome of this provisional data overview would be a brief report and summary 
of findings that would be provided to the PRESSURE Working Group, and to EN-HZ. 

7.7 The invited guest offered the group the opportunity to provide comments and suggestions on the 
provisional data overview (Emma Undeman emma.undeman@su.se).  
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Agenda item 8: Use of sediment cores to explore links between loads-environmental status-
recovery. CMNT 
8.1 The topic of using sediment cores as a potential approach to complement existing HELCOM work and 
indicator evaluations was introduced by Finland. 

8.2 The Meeting considered the approach to be interesting and valid for assessing the link between loads-
status, and potentially to evaluate effectiveness of measures – i.e. if a measurable decrease could be 
recorded in dated sediment cores. 

8.3 The Meeting discussed the practical hurdles related to this approach such as costs and technical aspects 
involved in sampling and data collection, regularity of monitoring may be at extended timeframes (e.g. 
every 10 years), the need for a good understanding of sampling areas (i.e. to avoid bioturbation areas), 
differences in resources between Contracting Parties, and the fact that some information already exists on 
this topic in scientific publications.  

8.4 Sweden informed that they have an existing bank of sediment cores collected through cruises by the 
Swedish Geological Survey, and that a further sampling cruise is planned in 2020, indicating that the group 
may be able consider appropriate channels for working in association. 

8.5 The Meeting considered that the overall approach had value and should be explored further. 

8.6 The Meeting proposed that Finland, supported by Sweden, Poland and Germany, should form a 
review document to be presented at the next meeting of EN-HZ (date TBC). 

Agenda item 9: Workspace facility for EN-HZ. CMNT 
9.1 Discussion on this topic was postponed to a future meeting so that the work related to the automated 
indicator system could be appropriately considered at the same time. 

Agenda item 10: Meetings of possible interest. INF 
10.1 The Meeting took note of two meetings that may be of interest to the group (documents 10 ATT.1 and 
10 ATT.2). 

Agenda item 11: Any other business. CMNT 
11.1 The Meeting took note of three information documents received by the Secretariat and supplied to 
the group, should they be of relevance. 

11.2 The Meeting took note that new Terms or Reference (ToRs) would be drafted, shared with the group 
and submitted to State and Conservation 9-2018 for approval. 

11.3 The Meeting discussed the next meeting of the EN-HZ group and considered that a physical meeting 
would be of value. The Meeting considered that the request should be placed to State and Conservation so 
that offers and the possibility to host a physical meeting of the group could be discussed.  
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Meeting participants included the following (and others): 
Participant name Institution and country 

represented 
Contact email address 

Elisabeth Nyberg Swedish Museum of Natural 
History, Sweden 

Elisabeth.nyberg@nrm.se 

Sara Danielsson Swedish Museum of Natural 
History, Sweden 

Sara.danielsson@nrm.se 

Margus Korsjukov Estonian Ministry of the 
Environment 

margus.korsjukov@envir.ee 
 

Berit Brockmeyer BSH, Germany Berit.brockmeyer@bsh.de 
Jaakko Mannio Finnish Environment Institute Jaakko.mannio@ymparisto.fi 
Maria Linderoth Swedish EPA, Sweden Maria.linderoth@naturvardsverket.se 
Anne Munch Christensen Ministry of Environment and 

Food of Denmark 
anmch@mfvm.dk 

Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky HELCOM Secretariat  Dmitry.FrankKamenetsky@helcom.fi 
Owen Rowe HELCOM Secretariat  Owen.rowe@helcom.fi 
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